REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


FOE  THE 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


WflliTOE-IiE-DALE, 

For  the  Year  1905. 


Off  jfO 


PRESTON  : 

T.  Sna pe  <fe  Go.,  Printers,  141,  Church  Street. 

1906. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30231401 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 

FOE  THE 

Urban  District  Council  of  Walton-le-Dale, 

For  the  Year  1905. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  again  the  pleasure  of  presenting  you  with  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1905. 

From  the  very  nature  of  the  material  of  which  such  a 
series  of  facts  are  composed,  namely,  the  vital  and  mortal 
statistics  of  your  Township,  it  will  readily  be  seen  how 
difficult  it  becomes  to  diverge  from  the  traditional  lines  which 
have  been  so  frequently  discussed  at  your  meetings,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  put  into  the  shape  of  an  annual  report ;  and  while 
endeavouring  to  put  together  some  details  of  your  Township  to 
make  this  report  in  the  very  least  useful  and  interesting,  I 
must,  I  fear,  fall  back  on  many  of  my  former  methods  of  pro¬ 
cedure,  which  savour  much  of  repetition. 

To  those  who  really  take  an  interest  in  sanitary  matters,  I 
know  of  no  science  that  will  more  fully  repay  the  ordinary 
observer  who  puts  its  tenets  and  precepts  into  practice  in  his 
own  environment,  nor  yet  one  that  has  advanced  with  such 
rapid  strides,  securing  to  the  General  Public  almost  a  perfect 
safeguard  against  infectious  disease ;  and  by  its  improved 
methods  bestowing  on  all  greater  comforts.  It  is  also  a  power¬ 
ful  factor  in  extending  our  longevity. 
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Such  reports  as  these  are  of  small  importance  if  not 
founded  or  tabulated  on  reliable  data,  and,  feeling  this,  rather 
than  estimate  the  population  at  a  higher  level  than  might  be,  I 
give  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  in  favour  of  the  Census  Returns 
for  the  year  1900,  which  fixed  it  at  11,271,  and  so  proceed  to 
apply  these  figures. 

During  the  year,  269  births  and  170  deaths  were  recorded, 
giving  a  birth-rate  in  each  1,000  of  the  population  of  23*8,  and 
a  death-rate  of  15*0,  a  natural  increase  or  preponderance  of 
births  over  deaths  of  99,  and  showing  an  increase  of  17  over 
the  previous  year,  but,  as  compared  with  the  year  1895,  a 
decrease  of  7,  which  year  gave  the  smallest  natural  increase 
by  32  for  5  years  before. 

Of  the  births,  124  are  males  and  145  females  ;  of  the 
deaths,  91  were  males  and  79  females.  Under  1  year  old,  39 
deaths  took  place  ;  over  1  year  and  under  5,  17  ;  5  and  under 
15,  7  ;  15  and  under  25,  5  ;  25  and  under  65,  65  ;  65  and 
upwards,  37.  Contrasting  the  102  deaths  that  occurred  from 
25  years  and  upwards  with  the  previous  year,  when  there  were 
107,  there  is  only  a  difference  of  5  who  had  not  reached  as 
great  a  number  of  years.  The  deaths  over  65  years  are  37,  as 
compared  with  46  in  1904,  1  occurred  at  66  years,  5  at  67,  1  at 
68,  1  at  69,  1  at  70,  three  at  71,  4  at  72,  3  at  73,  3  at  74,  4  at 
75,  2  at  76,  2  at  77,  1  at  78,  1  at  79,  1  at  80,  1  at  81,  1  at  83, 
1  at  85,  and  1  at  91 ;  the  latter  is  the  greatest  age  recorded  for 
several  years. 

As  was  the  case  in  the  year  1904,  the  birth-rate  still 
continues  to  decrease.  In  that  year  there  were  289,  or  an 
annual  rate  to  the  population  of  25*64  ;  in  the  past  year  269,  a 
falling  away  of  20,  or  reducing  the  rate  to  23*8.  (During  the 
three  months  ending  the  31st  December,  in  76  of  the  large 
towns  of  England  the  rate  for  the  year  averaged  26*6.)  The 
highest  rate  in  the  past  ten  years  was  in  1897,  when  it  stood 
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at  30-92,  showing  a  tailing  away  of  7-12,  but  if  T  go  still  further 
back  to  1893  the  change  is  still  more  marked,  the  rate  for  that 
year  being  35-14,  or  12  05  more  than  for  the  year  under 
review. 

There  has  been  an  enormous  amount  written,  and  many 
causes  assigned  from  time  to  time,  to  account  for  this 
decreasing  birth-rate  throughout  the  United  Kingdom.  Still 
the  gradual  diminution  goes  on,  impressing  one  with  the  idea 
that  the  Malthusian  doctrine  has  taken  possession  of  people’s 
minds,  which  doctrine  assumes  “that  the  fewer  the  people  the 
happier  they  will  be.”  This  theory  one  would  almost  be  dis¬ 
posed  to  accept,  provided  it  would  be  the  means,  which  I  very 
much  doubt,  of  wiping  out  even  a  portion  of  the  misery, 
poverty,  and  wretchedness  that  one  sees  at  every  turn,  and 
which  still  goes  on  despite  this  mischievous  Malthusian  teach¬ 
ing.  For  my  own  part  I  cannot  agree  with  the  assumption  that 
the  wealth  of  a  nation  is  in  proportion  to  the  density  of  its 
population.  True,  in  England,  the  means  of  living  have  in¬ 
creased  faster  than  the  population,  but  we  cannot  assume  that 
this  increase  is  wholly  due  to  the  number  of  the  inhabitants, 
but  more  especially  is  it  the  result  of  improved  methods  of 
manufacture  and  industry  of  various  descriptions.  If  wealth 
be  due  to  density  of  population,  how  can  we  reconcile  this  with 
the  fact  that  although  the  past  year  has  been  most  prosperous, 
yet  England  has  never  before  had  so  many  of  her  sons  out  of 
employment  ?  This  is  a  subject  or  problem  which  more 
especially  demands  the  attention  of  the  political  economist, 
and  presents  many  sides  for  argument. 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  as  already  shown  is  15-00 ; 
this  is  a  lower  rate  by  3-36  than  the  preceding  year.  The 
rate  for  10  years  immediately  preceding  the  past  year  gives 
rather  a  fluctuating  scale,  but  on  the  whole  the  tendency  is  for 
improvement.  Let  us  begin  with  1895  and  see  what  the 
figures  look  like.  In  that  year  the  rate  was  20-76;  in  1896, 
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14-36;  in  1897,  19-49;  in  1898,  15-25;  in  1899,  17-21;  in 
1900,20-02;  in  1901,  11-00;  in  1902,  14-43;  in  1903,  14-10; 
in  1904,  18-36. 

In  a  similar  manner  I  might  go  through  the  10  years 
anterior  to  1895,  but  this  is  unnecessary;  Suffice  it  to  say,  the 
rate  seldom  came  under  20-0.  To  what  then  must  we  attribute 
the  improvement  in  our  death-rate  ?  There  are  many  reasons 
which  may  be  put  forward.  All  of  them  in  my  opinion  may 
be  summed  up  under  two  leading  causes,  the  Social  and 
Material.  Over  the  Social  causes,  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
can  exercise  but  small  control.  True,  he  may  point  out  to  the 
individual  that  the  course  he  is  pursuing  will  in  all  probability 
land  him  in  illness,  or  lay  the  foundation  of  a  shattered  consti¬ 
tution,  and  failing  health  in  the  future,  and  here  his  influence 
ceases — but  the  great  social  factor  is  Education,  imparting  to 
the  people  a  much  wider  range  of  information  now  than  here¬ 
tofore,  embracing  even  a  smattering  of  hygiene.  This  know¬ 
ledge,  though  limited,  has  urged  them  to  become  much  more 
careful  of  themselves,  to  look  better  after  their  homes  and  home 
comforts,  and  instilled  into  them  a  growing  disposition  to  avoid 
all  excess  in  the  use  of  alcohol. 

The  Material  causes,  such  as  are  carried  out  by  a  Sanitary 
Authority,  embrace  a  pure  and  ample  water  supply,  perfect 
drainage,  comfortable  houses,  improved  methods  in  the  mills 
and  workshops,  and  the  means  of  isolation  in  the  onset  of 
infectious  disease,  these  are  some  of  the  Social  and  Material 
causes  which  have  been  at  work  in  your  Township,  and  are  the 
influences  to  which  must  be  attributed  the  lower  death-rate. 
Leaving  out  of  consideration  all  other  causes  that  tend  to 
shorten  life,  let  us  put  forth  our  best  efforts  to  impress  the 
people  with  the  necessity  for  self  improvement,  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  battle  against  physical  deterioration  and  disease,  and 
above  all  to  do  what  may  be  in  us  to  assist  them  to  avoid 
intemperance,  which  in  many  instances  is  the  beginning  and 
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ending  of  much  of  their  suffering  and  misery ;  while  on  this 
point  of  intemperance,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  quote  a 
few  sentences  written  several  years  ago  by  one  of  our  leading 
Sanitarians.  He  writes,  “  I  would  briefly  state  that  my  own 
experience  amongst  convicts  has  fully  convinced  me  that  four- 
fifths  of  the  prison  population  are  directly  or  indirectly  victims 
of  intemperance  —  directly,  as  regards  the  occasional,  and 
indirectly,  to  a  large  extent,  as  regards  the  habitual  criminals. 
In  other  words,  the  great  majority  of  the  former  lapse  into 
crime  through  acquired  drunken  habits,  while  the  great 
majority  of  the  latter  are  congenitably  criminal  on  account  of 
the  intemperance  of  their  progenitors.”  How  horrible  to 
think  that  in  all  probability  the  child  of  the  drunkard  will 
follow  in  the  parent’s  footsteps. 

Having  seen  that  the  death-rate  for  the  year  is  lower  than 
the  preceding  year  by  3-36,  let  us  look  for  a  few  minutes  to  the 
diseases  that  are  accountable  for  this  rate.  Small-pox  caused 
1  death,  measles  1,  whooping  cough  6,  diphtheria  and  mem¬ 
branous  croup  2,  croup  2,  typhoid  fever  2,  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis  6,  phthisis  11,  tuberculosis  2,  cancer  14,  bronchitis 
12,  pneumonia  14,  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  6, 
alcoholism  1,  premature  births  2,  diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition  2,  heart  disease  16,  accidents  3,  and  from  “  all 
other  causes”  58.  Although  it  may  appear  a  form  of  repeti¬ 
tion,  I  will  ask  you  to  follow  me  through  a  short  analysis  of 
these  deaths. 

The  death  from  small-pox  was  that  of  one  of  the  medical 
gentlemen  practising  in  the  Township.  He  contracted  the 
disease  from  a  patient  he  was  attending  in  the  Bradkirk  Small¬ 
pox  Hospital.  The  deaths  from  phthisis  were  11,  or  a  rate  of 
0  97.  This  shows  a  slight  improvement  on  the  year  1904, 
when  it  was  T4.  Particular  attention  is  given  to  having  the 
rooms  in  which  such  patients  live,  and  ultimately  die,  thoroughly 
disinfected ;  this,  to  a  certain  extent,  is  a  safeguard  to  those 
occupying  such  rooms,  and  is  a  measure  we  must  not  overlook. 
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Sir  W.  H.  Broadbent,  Bart.,  in  speaking  of  the  sanitorium 
treatment  of  such  cases  informs  us — “  Sanatoriums  serve  two 
perfectly  distinct  purposes — the  arrest  of  the  disease  in  early 
cases,  and  the  prevention  of  its  spread  by  advanced  cases. 
This  difference  ought  to  be  recognised.  The  isolation  of 
advanced  cases,  and,  where  this  is  impracticable,  their  removal 
from  dwellings  and  surroundings  in  which  they  are  foci  for  the 
dissemination  of  the  disease  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  public,  and  is  as  much  a  matter  of  public  health  as  the 
prevention  of  contamination  of  drinking  water  by  enteric  stools. 
It  is  the  duty  of  health  authorities  everywhere,  and  ought  not 
to  be  left  to  charity.” 

The  deaths  from  cancer  show  an  increase  of  6  over  the 
year  1904.  The  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs 
were  4  in  excess  of  the  preceding  year,  and  give  a  respiratory 
rate  of  2 -30.  The  deaths  from  accidents  were  fewer  by  4  than 
the  year  before.  The  unclassified  deaths  were  58,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  76  in  the  year  1904.  The  deaths  from  the  leading 
zymotic  diseases  for  the  year  in  each  1,000  of  the  population 
is  133,  and,  as  compared  with  1904,  shows  an  improvement  of 
T87.  Whooping  cough  contributed  6. 

The  cases  of  illness  notified  under  the  “  Infectious  (Notifi¬ 
cation)  Act,  1889,”  amounted  to  55,  though  not  so  few  as  in 
1904  they  show  a  diminution  as  compared  with  1903,  in  which 
year  they  were  68,  or  13  more  than  in  the  past  year.  The 
rate  of  infectious  illness  for  the  year  was  4-8,  or  1-2  less  than 
in  1903,  and  as  compared  with  1902,  an  improvement  of  7-35. 
It  would  be  almost  a  moral  impossibility  to  safeguard  a  Town¬ 
ship  like  this  from  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  situated  as 
it  is  within  easy  access  of  large  centres  of  population,  with 
crowds  of  people  continuously  passing  and  repassing  through 
it.  Numbers  of  mill  hands  from  Preston,  working  side  by  side 
with  the  people  of  your  Township,  carrying  with  them  from 
infected  homes  the  necessary  microbial  life  to  infect  those  with 
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whom  they  may  be  brought  in  contact,  and  the  great  difficulty 
in  acquiring  information  of  the  early  cases  should  they  be  of  a 
mild  character.  These  are  some  of  the  difficulties  that  meet  us 
at  every  turn  on  the  hygienic  road.  Of  the  55,  5  were  small¬ 
pox,  8  erysipelas,  8  typhoid  fever,  5  diphtheria,  28  scarlatina, 
and  1  membranous  croup.  The  portions  of  the  Township  in 
which  these  outbreaks  appeared  show  a  widely  distributed 
area,  and  very  well  embrace  the  entire  Township.  In  Walton- 
le-Dale  there  were  2  cases  of  diphtheria,  1  of  membranous 
croup,  1  of  erysipelas,  3  of  scarlatina,  and  3  of  enteric  fever ; 
in  Penwortham,  2  cases  of  enteric  fever ;  in  Bamber  Bridge,  2 
cases  of  small-pox,  2  of  diphtheria,  1  of  erysipelas,  8  of 
scarlatina,  and  1  of  enteric  fever  ;  in  Lostock  Hall,  3  cases  of 
small  pox,  1  of  diphtheria,  1  of  erysipelas,  2  of  scarlatina,  and 
2  of  enteric  fever ;  in  Tardy  Gate,  I  case  of  erysipelas 
occurred ;  in  Higher  Walton,  1  case  of  erysipelas,  and  1  of 
scarlatina ;  in  Gregson  Lane,  2  of  erysipelas,  and  7  of 
scarlatina  ;  and  in  Hoghton  Lane,  1  of  erysipelas,  and  7  of 
scarlatina. 

Bamber  Bridge  still  holds  the  unenviable  position  of 
having  the  greatest  number  of  infectious  cases  marked  against 
it.  Here  are  to  be  found,  with  the  exception  of  membranous 
croup,  examples  of  all  the  infectious  cases  notified  in  the  Town¬ 
ship.  In  other  portions  of  the  Township,  notably  Tardy  Gate 
and  Penwortham,  the  infectious  cases  did  not  assume  such 
variety.  In  the  former,  only  a  case  of  erysipelas  ;  and  in  the 
latter,  2  of  enteric  fever  appeared. 

A  short  survey  of  the  Beports  that  have  been  submitted  to 
you  each  month  will  assist  in  making  this  one  more  complete, 
and  at  the  same  time  refresh  your  minds  on  all  the  hygienic 
points  dealt  with  during  the  year.  I  shall  make  it  as  brief 
as  possible  so  that  it  may  be  better  appreciated. 

For  the  month  of  January,  the  birth  and  death-rates  calcu¬ 
lated  for  the  year,  gave  in  each  1,000  of  the  population,  a  rate  of 
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18-0  births,  and  the  very  heavy  rate  of  27-68  deaths.  This 
heavy  mortality  was  due  to  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respira¬ 
tory  organs.  These  in  a  great  measure  were  the  sequelae,  if 
one  might  apply  the  expression  in  this  case,  to  attacks  of 
influenza,  from  which  disease  the  Township  suffered  severely. 

In  the  month  of  February,  calculating  the  death-rate  as  for 
the  year,  it  was  even  higher  than  in  January—  28- 74.  Nine  of 
the  27  deaths  for  the  month  occured  under  5  years  old.  As  in 
the  previous  month,  diseases  of  the  air  passages  claimed,  a 
heavy  proportion — 12  out  of  a  total  of  27.  The  first  case  of 
small-pox  for  the  year  was  notified,  and  at  once  removed  to 
the  Bradkirk  Hospital.  The  patient,  a  man  aged  52  years, 
had  the  hoemorrhagic  and  confluent  form  of  the  disease.  He 
had  been  successfully  vaccinated  when  a  child,  but  had  not 
been  re- vaccinated.  The  fact  of  his  having  been  once  vacci¬ 
nated  I  believe  saved  his  life,  “which  was  in  the  balance  for 
three  days.”  The  epidemic  of  influenza  still  continued 
unabated. 

A  happier  state  of  affairs  dawned  over  the  Township  in 
the  month  of  March — the  birth-rate  rose  to  33 •00,  and  the 
death-rate  fell  to  4-25.  There  was  not  an  infectious  case 
notified,  nor  yet  a  nuisance  brought  under  my  notice. 

The  month  of  April  quite  upset  one’s  hopes,  the  death-rate 
went  up  to  22-25  and  the  second  case  of  small  pox  was 
admitted  to  the  hospital.  Seven  cases  were  notified,  6  of  them 
were  scarlatina,  2  of  which  were  removed  to  the  infectious 
hospital.  During  the  month  of  May  the  death-rate  again 
showed  an  improvement,  when  it  came  down  to  14-89.  One 
death  was  caused  by  small-pox,  and  occurred  in  the  small  pox 
hospital.  Five  infectious  cases  were  notified  ;  2  of  these  were 
small  pox,  and  occurred  in  Bamber  Bridge  ;  they  were  at  once 
removed  to  hospital.  In  the  homes  from  which  these  patients 
were  removed  no  fresh  outbreaks  of  the  disease  occurred 
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In  the  month  of  June  the  death-rate  came  still  lower,  and 
only  reached  7-44.  Only  1  infectious  case  was  notified.  The 
insanitary  condition  of  3  farm  steadings  and  1  cottage  was 
brought  under  your  notice.  The  month  of  July  was  rather 
uneventful;  the  birth-rate  was  25-55,  the  death-rate  18-18. 
Three  infectious  cases  were  notified. 

In  the  month  of  August  the  birth-rate  rose  to  a  respectable 
level — 36*11,  while  the  death-rate  came  down  to  9-58.  Under 
the  Notification  Act,  three  cases  were  reported. 

On  the  24th  of  the  month  I  inspected  a  house  in  Walton- 
le-Dale  that  was  in  a  filthy  condition  and  overcrowded.  I 
reported  the  matter  to  you,  and  am  pleased  to  say  it  has  been 
put  into  good  order. 

In  September  the  birth-rate  was  21*29,  and  the  death-rate 
12-12.  There  were  four  infectious  cases  notified.  I  inspected 
and  reported  to  you  on  the  surroundings  of  eight  houses  in 
Walton-le-Dale.  This  was  the  third  time  this  property  was 
brought  under  your  notice.  First  in  April,  1882,  because  of 
defective  drainage.  Again  in  July,  1893,  because  of  an  out¬ 
break  of  typhoid  fever  at  No.  2,  attributed  to  defective  drainage. 
At  that  time  the  drains  were  put  into  good  order,  and  are  so 
at  the  present. 

On  the  19th  of  the  month  I  visited  the  Infectious  Hospital. 
Everything  was  in  good  order,  and  the  whole  building  scrupu¬ 
lously  clean.  There  were  not  any  patients  under  treatment. 
During  the  month  of  October  the  birth-rate  was  28-74,  and  the 
death-rate  12-77.  Seven  infectious  cases  were  notified,  three 
of  them  erysipelas,  and  four  scarlatina. 

In  the  month  of  November  the  birth-rate  was  21-29,  the 
death-rate  18-64.  Nine  infectious  cases  were  notified.  One 
erysipelas,  1  diphtheria,  and  7  scarlatina ;  all  the  cases  of 
scarlatina  were  of  a  mild  character. 
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On  the  18th  I  inspected,  because  of  this  outbreak  of 
scarlatina,  Wise  Mary  Farm,  Hoghton  Lane,  where  two  cases 
of  scarlatina  and  one  of  erysipelas  occurred.  I  found  the 
drains  defective,  the  dwelling-house,  cowhouse,  and  barn 
under  one  roof,  the  scullery  door  opening  directly  into  the 
barn  and  cowhouse. 

The  tenant  informed  me  that  the  house  is  damp.  I 
visited  the  Infectious  Hospital.  There  were  five  cases  of 
scarlatina  under  treatment.  Everything  connected  with  it 
looks  clean,  comfortable,  and  in  good  order. 

I  ordered  two  white  “  overalls  ”  to  be  used  by  the  medica 
men  iu  attendance.  During  the  month  of  December  the  birth¬ 
rate  was  22-35,  the  death-rate  11*71.  Six  infectious  cases 
were  notified,  one  a  case  of  small-pox,  and  five  of  scarlatina; 
the  small-pox  patient  was  removed  to  hospital,  and  no  further 
spread  of  the  disease  occurred.  I  visited  both  the  Small-pox 
and  Infectious  Hospitals  ;  in  the  latter  there  were  seven  cases 
of  scarlatina.  One  patient  presenting  the  premonitory 
symptoms  of  typhoid  fever  was  admitted  to  the  Infectious 
Hospital  for  observation ;  at  the  end  of  a  week  this  patient 
was  discharged  cured. 

It  is  not  without  some  pride  that  I  now  record  the  work 
done  by  your  Infectious  Hospital.  I  am  quite  conscious  you 
spared  no  labour  in  having  brought  to  a  satisfactory  completion 
this  institution,  which  is  in  all  respects  quite  up  to  date,  fairly 
well  equipped,  and  has  already  done  good  service.  To  all  of 
you  gentlemen  who  took  part  in  this  work  it  must  be  a  very 
great  pleasure  to  feel  that  you  have  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  township  one  of  the  most  potent  means  of  combating  any 
epidemic  that  may  threaten  your  borders,  and  in  staying  such 
save  many  from  endless  misery,  suffering,  and  possibly  death. 

During  the  year  12  cases  were  treated  ;  9  of  these  were 
scarlatina,  2  diphtheria,  and  one  patient  presenting  the 
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premonitory  symptoms  of  typhoid  fever,  was  admitted  for 
observation,  and  was  discharged  cured  on  the  seventh  day. 
The  total  number  of  days  spent  in  hospital  was  441  or  an 
average  for  each  patient  of  a  little  over  36  days. 

I  frequently  visited  the  hospital,  and  on  such  occasions 
found  it  scrupulously  clean,  and  ready  at  any  time  on  the 
shortest  notice  to  receive  patients.  It  is  an  exceedingly  bright 
and  cheerful  building,  readily  lending  itself  to  the  comfort  of 
its  inmates. 

In  the  Bradkirk  Small-pox  Hospital  5  cases  were  admitted. 
One  patient  died  on  the  sixth  day  of  his  illness.  All  these 
patients  had  .been  vaccinated,  but  in  no  instance  was  there  a 
history  of  re-vaccination. 

No  steps  have  yet  been  taken,  as  far  as  I  know,  to  modify 
the  dust  nuisance. 

The  backyards  throughout  the  Township  still  remain  in 
an  insanitary  condition,  and  in  very  many  instances  are  a 
source  of  danger. 

During  the  year  I  have  not  had  one  complaint  lodged 
with  me  respecting  the  mills  and  workshops.  The  bake  and 
slaughter-houses  are  well  kept. 

From  your  Nuisance  Inspector,  Mr.  Moxham,  I  have 
received  the  following  list  of  w~ork  carried  out  by  his  depart¬ 
ment  : — 

Forty-four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pails 
were  emptied  and  cleaned;  13,562  petties,  ashpits,  and  ashtins 
were  emptied  ;  55  houses  were  fumigated  and  cleansed ;  56 
beds  and  bedding  were  disinfected  in  the  Hot  Air  Chamber ; 
3  persons  were  ordered  to  clean  and  whitewash  their  houses, 
their  beds  and  bedding  being  in  a  filthy  condition,  they  were 
directed  to  have  them  cleansed  ;  16  persons  were  served  with 
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notice  to  have  nuisances  removed  from  their  houses ;  2  cases 
of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with  ;  water-closets  have  been  put 
into  six  houses  where  there  were  open  petties  ;  7  have  adopted 
the  waste  water-closets  in  place  of  wet  bog-holes  ;  3  have  sub¬ 
stituted  pails  for  wet  bog-holes  ;  5  samples  of  water  were 
analyzed,  which  were  the  supply  to  5  farmhouses ;  3  were  bad, 
the  remaining  2  were  good  ;  71  new  houses  have  been  built ; 
25  of  these  have  had  water-closets  supplied,  and  46  have 
adopted  the  pail  system.  All  of  these  houses  have  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Council’s  main  sewer.  With  the  extension 
of  mill  property  at  Lostock  Hall,  the  owner  is  removing  six 
two-roomed  houses,  which  will  much  improve  Ward  Street. 

% 

I  have  attached  all  the  necessary  forms  to  this  report. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBT.  TRIMBLE,  M.D.,  E.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 
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TABLE  I. 

WALTON-LE-DALE  UEBAN  DISTBICT. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1905  and  previous  years. 


Births. 

Total 

Deaths  Registered  in  the 
District. 

Nett  Deaths  at  all 
Ages  belonging 

Population 
estimated  to 

| 

TO  THE 

T/I  STRICT. 

Year. 

middle  of 
each  Year. 

Number. 

• 

Rate." 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
registered. 

Number. 

Rate  * 

Number 

Rate.* 

1895 

10930 

333 

30-46 

70 

210-21 

227 

20-76 

227 

20-76 

1896 

10930 

339 

30-01 

44 

129-79 

157 

14-36 

157 

14-36 

1897 

10930 

338 

30-92 

71 

210-05 

213 

19-49 

213 

19-49 

1898 

11733 

351 

29-21 

53 

150-99 

189 

15-25 

189 

15-25 

1899 

11733 

315 

26-84 

50 

158-73 

202 

17-21 

202 

17-21 

1900 

11733 

333 

28-38 

68 

204-20 

235 

20  02 

235 

20-02 

1901 

11271 

274 

24-31 

29 

103-83 

129 

1100 

129 

1100 

1902 

11271 

310 

27-50 

31 

100-00 

162 

14-43 

162 

14-43 

1903 

11271 

300 

26-61 

32 

106-66 

159 

14-10 

159 

1410 

1904 

11271 

289 

25-64 

52 

179-90 

207 

18-36 

207 

18-36 

Averages 
for  years 

t  11307 

318 

27-98 

50 

155-43 

188 

16-49 

188 

16  49 

1895-1904 

1 

1905 

11271 

269 

23-8 

39 

144 

170 

15-0 

170 

150 

*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  4,658  acres. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  at  Census  of  1901,  11,271 ;  number  of  inhabited 
houses,  2,550 ;  average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4J. 


16 


* 


TABLE  II. 

WALTON-LE-DALE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1905  and 

previous  years. 


Year. 


1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 


Averages  of  years  ) 
1895  to  1904  J 


1905 


Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle  of 
each  year. 

Births  registered. 

10930 

333 

10930 

339 

10930 

338 

11733 

351 

11733 

315 

11733 

333 

11271 

274 

11271 

310 

11271 

300 

11271 

289 

11307 

318 

11271 

269 

m 

<X> 

kD 

c3 


a3 

w 

rZ 

c3 

O 

« 


Cl> 


m  ® 


0$ 

03 

Q 


277 

70 

157 

44 

213 

71 

189 

53 

202 

50 

235 

68 

129 

29 

162 

31 

159 

32 

207 

52 

188 

50 

170 

39 
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TABLE  III. 


WALTON-LE-DALE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Cases 

Notified. 


Small-pox  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas  . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Totals 


No.  of 
Cases 
Removed 
to 

Hospital. 


*  This  case  was  admitted  for  observation. 
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TABLE  IV. 

WALTON-LE-DALE  URBAN  COUNCIL. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of  £<  Residents  ”  whether 
occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Small-pox . 

1 

•• 

1 

Measles . 

1 

1 

,  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  , 

.  # 

Whooping  Cough  . 

6 

3 

3 

•  • 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croiip 

2 

1 

1 

Croup  . 

2 

1 

1 

( Typhus . 

-•  • 

•  • 

Fever  -j  Enteric . . . 

2 

2 

.  . 

Epidemic  Influenza  . 

1 

*  * 

i 

Cholera . 

Plague  . 

.  . 

Diarrhoea . 

3 

3 

Enteritis  . 

3 

1 

i 

i 

Puerperal  Fever . 

.  . 

•  . 

Erysipelas  . 

•  . 

Other  Septic  Diseases  . 

•  . 

Phthisis  (Pulmonery  Tuberculosis)  . . 

11 

.  . 

i 

io 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases . 

10 

7 

2 

i 

Cancer,  Malignant  Diseases  . 

14 

1 

7 

6 

Bronchitis  . 

12 

5 

m  # 

1 

6 

Pneumonia  . 

14 

4 

m  # 

7 

3 

Pleurisy . 

.  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

6 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Alcoholism  [ 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ) 

Venereal  Diseases . 

1 

•  < 

•  • 

1 

Premature  Birth  . 

2 

2 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition 

2 

*  * 

2 

Heart  Diseases  . 

16 

2 

2 

2 

10 

Accidents . 

3 

i 

1 

i 

Suicides . . . 

#  # 

#  # 

All  other  Causes . 

58 

10 

5 

1 

3 

2 

19 

19 

All  Causes . 

170 

39 

17 

7 

5 

« 

37 
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TABLE  V. 

WALTON-LE-DALE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1905. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 

One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  Week. 

Under  1  Month. 

1-2  Months. 

2-3  Months. 

3-4  Months. 

4-5  Months. 

5-6  Months. 

6-7  Months. 

7-8  Months. 

8-9  Months. 

10-11  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

A"ear. 

All  Causes — 

Certified  . 

6 

6 

2 

5 

4 

7 

3 

4 

2 

3 

2 

38 

Uncertified  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Common  Infectious  Diseases — 

! 

Whooping  Cough  . 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

... 

•  • 

3 

Diarrhceal  Diseases — 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms . 

#  % 

2 

1 

3 

Enteritis  ( not  Tuberculous) 

1 

1 

Wasting  Diseases — 

Premature  Births  . 

2 

2 

2 

Congenital  Defects  ...... 

3 

3 

3 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculous  Diseases — 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous).. 

1 

1 

Convulsions . 

1 

1 

,  # 

•  • 

1 

,  , 

#  # 

i 

3 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

5 

Laryngitis . 

#  . 

1 

i 

2 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

1 

1 

i 

4 

Other  Causes  . 

1 

1 

i 

3 

7 

7 

2 

5 

4 

7 

3 

4 

2 

3 

2 

39 

Legitimate  Births  in  the  year,  269. 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  Ages,  170. 
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SUMMARY  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT 

FOR  1905. 


Tjpban  Sanitary  District  of  matton~le~Dale. 


Area  in  statute  acres,  4,685;  Population  (Census)  1901,  11,271;  Population 
(Estimated)  1905,  11,271 ;  Name  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Robert 
Trimble  ;  Salary  £50. 

Births  Registered — Male  124,  Female  145,  Total  269. 

Deaths  Registered  (nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  District)  —  Male  91, 
Female  79,  Total  170. 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births  Registered— None. 

Illegitimate  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age — None. 

Birth  Rate,  23-8  Death  Rate,  15-0.  Rate  of  Infant  Deaths,  under  one  year, 
to  1,000  Births,  144’9. 

Death  Rate  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  per  1,000  of 
population,  P38. 

Diseases  prevalent? — Influenza..  Period  ? — The  first  quarter. 

Any  Schools  Closed — No. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Hospital  Accommodation? — Infectious '  and 
Small-pox  Hospitals. 

Is  it  Joint  or  otherwise  ? — They  belong  to  the  Council. 

Number  of  Beds  available  for  the  District  ? — Eight  Small-pox,  1  Infectious. 

Number  of  Cases  treated — Small-pox  5,  Diptlieria  2,  Scarlet  Fever  12 ; 
Total  19. 

Deaths  in  Hospital  ?— One.  From  what  cause  ? — Small-pox. 

How  is  Disinfection  carried  out  ?  —  Houses,  Fumigation  ;  Clothing, 
Bedding,  &c.,  Hot  Air.  Apparatus  used,  Hot  Air  Chamber. 


Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified— 55. 
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Are  any  Diseases  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the  Act  notifiable  (for 
instance,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea,  Chicken  Pox,  &c.) — 
No. 

Has  any  arrangement  been  made  for  the  “voluntary”  notification  of 
Phthisis — No. 

Has  any  action  been  taken  under  “  The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Acts?” — All  plans,  &c.,  are  submitted  to  the  Council. 

How  many  houses  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  how 
many  closed  or  demolished? — None.  Two  have  been  removed  to  im¬ 
prove  a  street. 

Prom  where  is  the  Water  Supply  obtained,  and  what  is  its  condition?  Is  it 
subject  to  your  Inspection  ? — A  portion  from  the  Authority’s  Pumping 
Station,  and  part  from  Thirlmere.  Yes. 

Is  Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily  ? — Yes. 

By  Sanitary  Authority  or  Contract? — Contract. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of  ? — For  manure. 

What  is  the  character  of  Drainage  and  the  form  of  Sewage  Disposal  ?— 
District  Council’s  Sewage  Works, 

Canal  Boats  (Number  Inspected,  &c.)? — None  in  the  Township. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bakehouses? — At  all  times  well  kept. 

Slaughter  Houses  ? — In  good  order. 

Lodging  Houses — Are  they  Registered  ? — None  in  the  Township. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milksliops— 

Are  they  periodically  Inspected  ? — Yes. 

What  is  their  condition  ? — Fairly  well  kept. 

Are  they  subject  to  Regulations  made  under  the  Order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board?- -I  believe  they  are. 

What  amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet  is  required  for  each  cow?— 1,000 
cubic  feet  for  each  cow. 

Food  unfit  for  Human  Consumption — Amount  seized? — None  by  me. 

Any  Special  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  tiie  year  ?-  No. 
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Department  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

Number  of  Notices  served. — 19. 

Number  of  Nuisances  remedied. — All  these. 

Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result. — Do  not  know  of  any. 
Smoke — 

Number  of  Observations. — None. 

Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result. — Nil. 

What  is  the  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  per 
hour  ? — No  rule  for  it. 

Has  the  Authority  adopted — 

(a)  “  The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ”  ? — Yee. 

(b)  “  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ”  ? — Yes. 


